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I am an outdoor enthusiast and was looking for a quality field guide to help with the identification of

lesser known tree species, primarily in the spring, summer and early fall months. I have a very good

grasp on the basic species in my area but needed help with a few species that look VERY much

alike, as well as trees that fall into the rarer category.As usual, I did as much research ahead of time

as possible and ended up with three top choices. As I went through the reviews I found a

reoccurring theme. The theme was that NO ONE FIELD GUIDE WILL MEET ALL YOUR NEEDS.

Field guides are not textbooks and of necessity are not exhaustive because of size constraints.

Each guide deals with this in its own fashion. Some are short on text and quality descriptions.

Others are short on high quality pictures of leaf, bark, and general tree shape. Still others suffer

from inadequate I.D. layout.After considering all the variables, the three that ended up on the top of

the list were: National Audubon Society Field Guide to North American trees (Eastern Region)

(NAS), Peterson Field Guide to Eastern Trees (PFG) and National Wildlife Federation Field Guide to

Trees of North America (NWF). I live in Indiana so all three fit my location. On the upside, of the

three guides the PFG has the best, most complete descriptions about the leaf, bark, fruit, ect. It is

also has a pretty compact size. Of the three books mentioned it falls in the middle in size. It has a

very easy to understand tree I.D. structure. I believe its weakness lies in its poor graphics and

pictures. While I would recommend this book as a PRIMARY identification guide because of its

thorough handling of the information, I would also recommend purchasing something to help with

the visual end of the identification process.
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